4i2     KAMAKURA AGE OF MILITARY RULE
The clear and systematic ethic of K'ung Fu-tse helped
at times of doubt and difficulty; with its insistence on right
relationships it gave to the nobles many a clue, for it is a
worldly-wise system for the statesman who has to take
things as he finds them, and can only change them by slow
orderly processes. The more democratic theories of Meng-
tse, too, helped the usurpers by reminding them that the
Son of Heaven is their Lord only so long as he fills the role
worthily, and they could not take the poor puppets at
Kyoto seriously. Thus loyalty to the empire became a con-
venient substitute for loyalty to the throne, and on the whole
they did well by it.
The Hojo regents were competent rulers, and until
1333 nine of them carried on the government efficiently.
In 1232 they put out a new code of rules for judges—
the Joei Shikimoku—to regulate military administration
and to inculcate morality. 'I fear that the people of the
capital will scoff at such maxims—the work of ignorant
barbarians,' said Yasutoki its author. But it became the
law of the land—its very simplicity being in its favour and
winning the support of the people, who prefer a rough and
ready justice to the slow machinery of law.
'The Kamakura rulers have it to their credit that they
recognized in the cultivator the basis of the country's
economy/ says Sansom, though he points out that the code
favoured the feudal magnate at the expense of the peasant.
Yet taxation was adjusted to the harvest, and water-rights
protected, and from the earliest times until now the ques-
tion of boundaries has occupied the attention of rulers in
a land of small terraced fields.
To Kyoto Kamakura set an example of frugality and
simplicity, and by sumptuary laws sought to curb the
ostentation of the rich. When calamities such as the great
earthquake of 1257 and the famine and plague of 1259
decimated the country the Hojo saved Japan from revolu-
tion and anarchy. In 1274 a vast Mongol fleet of Korean
ships was put to flight, and in 1281 after fierce fighting
another armada of 50,000 Mongols and Koreans and

